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"SLOW  DOWN  and  LIVE  ! " 

CAMPAIGN 

Conducted  in  24  States  fronn  Maine  to  Texas  ---  from  Memorial  Day  to  Labor  Day 
by  the  Northeastern  State  Safety  Coordinators  and  the  Southern  State  Safety 

Coordinator  s 


WHY  this  Campaign? 

The  experience  of  states,  counties  and  municipalities  tells  us  that  9 out  of  10  traf- 
fic accidents  result  from  the  action  of  drivers  afflicted  with  the  "in  a hurry"  com- 
plex   the  "me,  first"  attitude.  On  the  highways  this  viewpoint  is  expressed  in 

the  traffic  violations  involving  SPEED,  including;  speed  too  fast  for  conditions, 
excessive  speed,  following  too  closely,  failing  to  yield  right  of  way  and  improper 
passing. 

In  1953,  eleven  Northeastern  states  joined  together  to  control  highway  speeds  in 
the  peak  period  of  summer  travel.  They  established  the  direct  relationship  be- 
tween convictions  for  speeding  and  traffic  casualties.  Those  states  which  dealt 
most  severely  with  the  "in  a hurry"  drivers  reduced  traffic  deaths,  traffic  injur- 
ies, or  both. 

In  1954,  thirteen  Southern  states  have  joined  with  the  Northeastern  group  to  pre- 
sent a solid  front  against  the  menace  of  the  driver  whose  desire  to  be  "first"  im- 
perils the  thousands  of  courteous,  cautious  drivers.  The  program  is  NOT  a 
gigantic  speed  trap.  It  is  a sincere  effort  by  state,  county  and  local  officials  to 
save  life,  limb  and  property.  The  program  is  the  greatest  concentration  of  traf- 
fic law  enforcement  aimed  at  the  most  dangerous  type  of  violations  in  the  entire 
history  of  the  traffic  safety  movement.  From  Pas  samaquoddy  to  El  Paso  the 
summer  watchwords  of  the  highways  are  the  same "SLOW  DOWN  and  LIVE!" 


NEWS  MATERIAL  AVAILABLE 

The  program  was  announced  on  April  28  when  Governors  of  the  24  states  signed 
Joint  Declarations  in  Washington,  D.C.  Additional  news  of  the  campaign  will  be 
supplied  as  follows; 

Newspapers 


The  following  releases  are  scheduled; 
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1. 

About 

May  25 

- 

A general  release  on  the  opening  of  the  campaign. 

2. 

About 

June  9 

Comparison  of  traffic  deaths.  Memorial  Day  holi- 
day, 1954  with  1953.  Accurate  figures,  not  estimates 

3. 

About 

July  8 

- 

Comparison,  traffic  deaths,  July  4 holiday,  1954 
with  1953.  Accurate  figures. 

4. 

About 

July  28 

- 

Comparison  of  period  from  Memorial  Day  through 
July  4. 

5. 

About 

August  25 

Comparison  of  month  of  July  19  54  with  July  1953. 
Comparison  of  campaign  period  Memorial  Day 
through  July  31. 

6. 

About 

September 

8 - 

Comparison,  traffic  deaths.  Labor  Day  holiday 

1954  with  1953.  Accurate  figures. 

7. 

About 

September 

22  - 

Comparison  of  month  of  August  1954  with  1953. 

8. 

About 

September 

29  - 

Final  figures  on  campaign  in  terms  of  comparison 
of  traffic  deaths.  Memorial  Day  to  Labor  Day  1954 
with  1953. 

9. 

About 

October  15 

- 

Final  results  of  entire  campaign  in  terms  of  traffic 
deaths,  traffic  injuries  and  all  traffic  accidents. 

Memorial  Day  to  Labor  Day  1954  compared  with  1953, 

NOTE:  In  all  cases  of  comparative  figures,  results  will  be  shown 
for: 

A.  Each  individual  state. 

B.  For  the  Northeastern  and  Southern  regions. 

C.  For  the  entire  24-state  area. 

Newspaper  MATS  will  be  provided  using  the  "SLOW  DOWN  and  LIVE!"  theme 
in  connection  with  the  daily  Weather  Report.  State  Safety  Coordinators  willbe 
in  touch  with  you  requesting  cooperation  in  this  item. 


Radio 


Special  "spot"  announcements  on  "SLOW  DOWN  and  LIVE!"  have  been  pre- 
pared by  the  National  Safety  Council  cooperating  with  the  State  Safety  Coor- 
dinators. These  will,  generally,  be  mailed  directly  to  you.  In  a few  states 
the  material  will  come  to  you  through  the  State  Safety  Coordinator. 

News  releases  on  results  of  the  campaign  will  be  provided  for  newscasters 
on  the  same  schedule  established,  above,  for  newspapers. 


Televis  ion 


Sealed  glass  slides  on  "SLOW  DOW'^N  and  LIVE!"  will  be  provided  for  you 
through  your  State  Safety  Coordinator,  together  with  "spot"  announcements 
suitable  for  use  with  the  slides. 

News  releases  on  results  of  the  campaign  will  be  provided  for  news  tele- 
casters on  the  same  schedule  established,  above,  for  newspapers  and  radio. 
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FURTHER  INFORMATION 


If  you  desire  further  information  on  this  campaign,  communicate  with  your  State 
Safety  Coordinator.  Names  and  addresses  are  as  follows; 


Northeastern 

State  s 

Connecticut 

- 

William  Greene,  Director,  Connecticut  Safety  Commission, 
State  Office  Building,  Hartford 

Delaware 

- 

J,  James  Ashton,  Delaware  Safety  Council,  Room  2169,  DuPont 
Building,  Wilmington 

Maine 

- 

Captain  John  deWinter,  Maine  State  Police,  Hospital  Street, 
Augusta 

Maryland 

— 

Paul  E.  Burke,  Director,  Maryland  Traffic  Safety  Commis- 
sion, Guilford  Avenue  and  21st  Street,  Baltimore 

Mas  sachusetts 

- 

Rudolph  King,  Registrar  of  Motor  Vehicles,  100  Nashua  Street, 
Boston 

New  Hampshire 

- 

Frederick  N.  Clarke,  Commissioner  of  Motor  Vehicles,  State 
House  Annex,  Concord 

New  Jersey 

- 

Arnold  Vey,  Director,  Traffic  Safety  Bureau,  Department  of 
Law  and  Public  Safety,  State  House,  Trenton 

New  York 

- 

James  R,  Barrett,  Division  of  Safety,  17  Elk  Street,  Albany 

Pennsylvania 

Max  W.  Schmidt,  Governor's  Highway  Safety  Advisory  Com- 
mittee, State  Capitol,  Harrisburg 

Rhode  Island 

Allen  E.  Hawkes,  Director  of  Research,  Registry  of  Motor 
Vehicles,  Smith  Street,  Providence 

Vermont 

Southern  States 

H.  Elmer  Marsh,  Commissioner  of  Motor  Vehicles,  State 
Office  Building,  Montpelier 

Alabama 

- 

Don  Costa,  Executive  Secretary,  Alabama  Safety  Commission, 
711  High  Street,  Montgomery 

Arkansas 

Lindsey  Hatchett,  Department  of  Arkansas  State  Police, 
Roosevelt  Road  and  Asher  Avenue,  Little  Rock 

F lorida 

Captain  C.E.  Taylor,  Department  of  Public  Safety,  Martin 
Building,  Tallahassee 

Georgia 

Lt.  Col.  E.W.  Burke,  Deputy  Director,  Georgia  Department 
of  Public  Safety,  P.  O.  Box  1456,  Atlanta 

Kentucky 

Charles  B.  Jones,  Executive  Secretary,  Governor's  Highway 
Safety  Committee,  New  State  Office  Building,  Frankfort 

Louisiana 

■ 

Mrs.  Ruth  Vaughan,  Acting  Executive  Secretary,  Governor's 
Highway  Safety  Committee,  State  Capitol,  Baton  Rouge 

Mis  sissippi 

Captain  A.  S.  Windham,  Public  Relations  Officer,  Department 
of  Public  Safety,  Jackson 

North  Carolina 

Major  Charles  Speed,  Director,  Safety  Division,  State  Highway 
Patrol,  Raleigh 

South  Carolina 

— 

Jesse  A.  Rutledge,  Director  of  Public  Relations,  South 

Carolina  Highway  Department,  Columbia 

Tennessee 
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Texas 
Virginia 
W est  Virginia 


Nolen  Puckett,  Executive  Director,  Tennessee  Safety  Council, 
Cotton  States  Building,  Nashville 

J.  O.  Musick,  General  Manager,  Texas  Safety  Association, 
Littlefield  Building,  Austin 

Captain  William  Groth,  Safety  Engineer,  Department  of  State 
Police,  Richmond 

/ 

Col.  Raymond  W.  Boyles,  Superintendent,  Department  of 
Public  Safety,  State  Capitol,  Charleston 


GENERAL  ADMINISTRATIVE  OFFICES  OF  THE  CAMPAIGN 


For  the  Northeastern  States: 

Paul  H.  Blaisdell,  Staff  Secretary 
Northeastern  State  Safety  Coordinator 
Room  1101,  60  John  Street 
New  York  38,  New  York 
PHONE:  HAnover  2-9420 


For  the  Southern  States: 


Emerson  H.  Westwick,  Staff 
s Secretary 

Southern  State  Safety  Coordinators 
Room  1920,  120  South  LaSalle  Street 
Chicago  3,  Illinois 
PHONE:  STate  2-8914 


